NEWS AND COMMENT

‘Alien Rains’ of Kerala
Not So Alien after All

Since January 2006, news headlines the
world over have advanced the claim that
extraterrestrial microbes rained down on
India. Even the cover of the New
Scientist read “Alien Rain” (March 4,
2006). What is the basis for such an
extraordinary claim? The reports claim
that microscopic particles that colored
monsoon rains in Kerala, India, between

July and September 2001 have defied all
efforts to identify them. Bur since 2003,
two scientists, Godfrey Louis and
Santhosh Kumar, believe they've solved
the mystery: the particles are extraterres-
trial (ET) cells released into the rains
from a meteor explosion.

Could this be the first evidence of ET
life? Not so fast! It turns out that the gov-
ernment of India had commissioned a
study of the colored rain. Within two
wecks of the first colored rain, The

Indian Express reported (on August 6,
2001) that the Center for Earth Science
Studies (CESS) and the Tropical Botanic
Garden and Research Institute (TBGRI)
had determined that the rains were col-
ored by some kind of spore. Then in
November of 2001, commissioned by the
government of India, the CESS and
TBGRI issued a report concluding that
the spores coloring the rain had been
grown in culture and were from an aerial
algae of the Trentepohlia genus that grows

A Swedish Professorship in Parapsychology

~ Last September 1 Cardefia was briefly
interviewed on a national evening news
broadcast. Referring to attempts to in-

* fluence random number generators by para-
“normal means he said that “there are a num-

ber of well-controlled experimental studies

; kwhere people have replicated what seems to

e something like this happening.”
‘As yet, Cardefia has held this office only
for a few months. It remains to be seen what
direction hwacadexmc acuvmes wﬁl take '




