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3 FUGUES FOR 4 INSTRUMENTS

These fugues are simple pieces for which
I claim very little musical value. They are
somewhat akin to baroque music, so one
might call them travesties or imitations. I
created them just for fun, as an exercise
in polyphony and to while away the time.
The fugues were completed in 2010, but
sketches were conceived earlier. Fugue no.1
is a few years old, circa 2005. Nos. 2 and 3
are originally from 1994, when they were
included in a baroque-style suite for string
quartet (never published or performed).
However, all three fugues have been revised
and changed somewhat since their initial
conception.

If anyone would like to play them, any
fitting instruments could be used. For ex-
ample, for the treble part (Voce I) a vio-
lin, a flute (playing ottava ad lib), or an
oboe could be used. For the second part
(Voce 1I), the flute is ruled out but a clar-
inet would do just fine, as would a violin.
For the third part (Voce III), suggestions
include a viola or a tenor saxophone. The
bass part (Voce IV) could be played by, e.g.,
a cello or a bassoon. It is thus possible to
play the fugues with an all-string setting
(string quartet) or with all winds, or with a
mixture of strings and winds. Apart from
tempo indications, no dynamics or articu-
lation signs are given in the music. Execu-
tors will have to decide on such things by
themselves.

In the score, all parts are given for C

instruments, with Voce III written in tre-
ble clef to be played one octave down (as
indicated by the number 8 at the bottom
of the clef). In the available separate parts,
however, Voce III is also given with alto
clef suitable for a viola player, and Voce II
is also given for instruments in A and Bp
(e.g., clarinets).

It would be overly pretentious by me to
analyze the music. Suffice it to say the fol-
lowing. Fugue no. 1is very much character-
ized by semiquavers (sixteenth notes), that
are being played almost at all time. Fugue
no. 2 is written as if it started all over three
times, the second being a stretto section
and the third presenting the first half of the
theme in diminution, followed by a coda
where the original note lengths have been
restored. Fugue no. 3 has a false theme en-
try in bar 3; the real second entry of the
theme is in bar 7. The final section of no. 3
is an exact repeat of its beginning.

The total playing time approximately 5
minutes. The music was typeset with Lily-
Pond (www.lilypond.org), an excellent and
free music engraver where input is entered
as pure text code (and hence not with a
mouse in a graphical interface). The title
page and the page you are reading were set
with BIEX.

No copyright is reserved. The music
can be copied, performed, and used freely
by anyone, for any purpose.

The author



1. Fugue in C major
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